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Madalyn Rilling is, like the characters in this play, never quite sure if she is quot-
ing Hegel. Favorite credits include the Duchess of Malfi in The Duchess of 
Malfi at Colorado College, Solange in The Maids at Colorado College, and 
Helena in Midsummer Night's Dream at UC Berkeley. She currently acts for 
Traffic Therapy, the best sketch comedy podcast of all time. Madalyn is a teach-
er and writer. She's thrilled to be working on great community theatre with 
Counterweight Theatre Lab. 

Lisa Siebert is excited for her first Counterweight Theatre Lab production and 
the cathartic opportunity to play Antigone. Her local credits include Lysistrata 
at THEATREWORKS, The Pillowman and The Smell of the Kill at Springs 
Ensemble Theatre; Quake, Five Women Wearing the Same Dress and Bell, 
Book & Candle with Star Bar Players; and the Six Women Playwriting Festival 
at the Millibo Art Theatre. Lisa’s LA credits include Come Back to the Five & 
Dime, Jimmy Dean, Jimmy, Dean and The Ugly Man at Ark Theatre Company; 
and The Jamie Kennedy Experiment for the WB Network. Much love to Chad, 
Elly, Nic, Mom, Dad and Dan. “To look upon the world of light is for all men their 
greatest joy – the shadow world below is nothing.” – Euripides, Iphigenia in 
Aulis.

Charlie Burton is absolutely thrilled to make her debut at Counterweight Theatre 
Lab in Antigone. This is her first show since graduating from High Point Univer-
sity in North Carolina. Credits there include Gertrude (The Underpants), Jessica 
Cranshaw (Curtains), Count Aubespine (Mary Stuart), and Little Stone (Eury-
dice). Many thanks to her wonderful family, her best friend Ginny, and her dog, 
Regina! 

Joe O’Rear is happy to be back in a Counterweight show, and to be directed by 
two people he’s quite fond of. He’s been acting in town for a couple years. 
Recently, in the ensembles of Shakespeare in Love at the FAC and Macbeth at 
THEATREWORKS. He played Frank Oppenheimer in Counterweight’s last show, 
Irreversible, in April. Making theatre as a father of young children requires 
many many hours of babysitting - a need his family continues to step up and fill. 
Their pains are registered where everyday he turns the leaf to read them. He’s 
very glad you’re here.

David Brown is a transplant to Colorado who was brought here during his time 
in the Army. He is currently a student at PPCC under their Theatre Program. 
Past productions he has taken part in include Trojan Women for PPCC under 
the direction of Sarah Shaver, Counterweight Theatre Lab's rendition of Irrevers-
ible, and the world premiere of The Last Rabbit at Springs Ensemble Theatre. 
He is thrilled to be working with the Counterweight crew again and hopes you 
enjoy this take on an ancient Greek classic.

The stories of the Greeks, and Antigone in particular, are profoundly, jarringly 
modern. Especially now, the fears and desires of these characters ring true. 
Retellings of well-known stories unearth truths and knowledge buried beneath 
countless retellings. They open our modern minds to the wisdom of our ances-
tors. In times of despair we are reminded that “this terrible thing we’re witness-
ing now is not unique” and if we can simply glimpse a previous example, maybe, 
just maybe, we can learn from the mistakes of others, as the adage goes. We can 
look to the future with hope, with the strength of generations, with mirth. And if 
we fail to see, gods grant us the strength to endure long enough to be the glass 
for others. This is a story about the individual and the state, about laws and gods, 
about tradition, about morality, and about the thread that connects all human-
kind.

The adaptation that Anne Carson originally released was called Antigonick, 
and she added a character named Nick who says nothing throughout the entire 
show but is described only as "always onstage; he measures things." This bizarre 
addition perhaps is Carson's commentary on all of us watching a story where 
characters take actions and make choices, which feels true to our goal at Coun-
terweight. You, the audience, have always been so close to the action on our 
stages that you've been part of it. You stabbed Julius Caesar with us. You took 
communion with Jesus and his disciples. You were present at Los Alamos for the 
Trinity test. So thank you for playing Nick this evening.

Your only direction in the text is to measure things onstage. Measure these 
characters' actions, their words, their motivations. Balance them against each 
other. Perhaps they'll be weighed in the balance and be found wanting. 

Perhaps not.

- the directors



Counterweight Theatre Lab is a theatre group focused on intimate, honest, 
and experimental productions that ask important questions, stimulate the 
senses, and tell unique stories. We bend things wherever we can, be it in cast-
ing, staging, or other theatrical norms, and if you come to a Counterweight 
show, you’re guaranteed to be right up close to (or part of) the action and be 
confronted with characters and stories at the edge of human experience. 
Theatre is too often irrelevant, safe, and inert, so we’re interested in states of 
exception, in dissent, in exile, in homecoming, and in the apocalyptic on every 
scale.

Richard Sebastian-Coleman is very pleased to be in his third Counterweight 
Production, having appeared last year in Petrograd and The Last Temptation 
of Christ. Richard has been active as an actor in Colorado Springs theater since 
moving to the city a little over two years ago. His previous credits include James 
in Star Bar’s Night of the Living Dead, Jared in Body Awareness and Dr. 
Chumley in Harvey at Funky Theater Co.. His short play There’s Room on Top 
was produced as part of Craft Theater’s Our Shorts Are Showing 6, and he will 
have his short play Slouching Towards MTV produced by SET as part of their 
2018 Holiday play festival. Thank you for coming to this very poignant adaptation 
of the ancient play. Enjoy!

Allyson Hackworth is honored to be playing Teiresias. This is Allyson's debut to 
the Colorado theatre scene. She has been performing for eleven years now, 
previously in Texas. Allyson would like to thank her family and friends for their 
support and the entire cast and crew for their hard work on this incredible 
production.

Joanne Koehler, happy to be returning to the Counterweight stage, has 
appeared in The Last Temptation of Christ and Macbeth with this talented 
group of local artists. She has also performed with several theater companies in 
Colorado Springs, including The Heir Apparent with our host theater, Springs 
Ensemble Theater, to whom we are all very grateful. She is especially thankful 
for her friends and family, who have supported and encouraged her in her crazy 
acting career. 

Megan Michelle is proud to finally make it back to directing after a long time 
away. She has been dreaming this show for many months now so thank you to 
the cast for bringing it to life. Thanks to everyone who made this possible by 
playing with the kids. Thanks to the kids for a house full of laughter. Thanks 
mostly to her love, for pushing and encouraging her to take a risk and to fill her 
life with the things she loves. Until next time. 

Ethan Everhart is the artistic director of Counterweight as well as a high school 
teacher, actor, director, animal aficianado, cook, and friend to all cats (even the 
mean ones). He previously directed Irreversible, The Last Temptation of 
Christ, Solaris, and a few other shows for Counterweight, and he’s looking 
forward to the shows in store for the next few years. Thanks to Joe, Megan, and 
his podcast comrades. Mallory is his heart.
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